
This is me – what makes me special? Prompting Questions for Harder thinking for adults
▪ Which words do we use if we would like a turn? 
▪ How did that make your friend feel? How do you know?
▪ How can we sort this out / solve this problem? 
▪ Tell me, how are you the same as / different to 
your friends? 
▪ What do you like best? Why? 
▪ What did you try today that you hadn’t done before? What did you think? 
▪ What do you do / like that is same/different to your friends? 

▪ Which people are important to you? Why? 
▪ Tell me, who do you like playing with? Why?

▪ Can you show me how you can balance on the box / plank / log? 
▪ Can you show me how you stand on one foot? What do you need to think about?
▪ Can you draw a circle/square? 

same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next, 

Seasonal focus
Harvest
New beginnings

Role play areas and 
the intent
Indoors - Home corner 

Outdoors –
Babies/dolls/prams

Supporting Texts - structured Storytime
The Same but different too
The Dot

Curriculum Texts
The Dot (Art/DT)
Favourite Nursery Rhymes 
(music/dance/History)
The body book (science/physical)
My Families and other Families (PSED)

Learning behaviours - Supportive
Our class family, colour monster

Opposites Vocab
Happy/Sad                Old/young
Same/different

Notes
- WELLCOM  assessment, baseline to be completed
- Fundamentals unit 1 PE
- Being Me in My World Jigsaw unit

Enrichment
Church - Harvest
Phonics open morning
Stay and play – parental engagement Book sale

Wow moments
Invite parents to watch our Little Red Hen story 
making

Communication and language
•Maintain attention: Single channelled attention; can shift to a 
different task if attention fully obtained.  Progressing to Focusing 
attention – can still listen or do, but can change their own focus 
of attention 
Following instructions: Follow instructions with three key words 
such as: “Can you wash the doll’s face?”. Progressing to  Respond 
to instructions with more elements, e.g. Give the big ball to me; 
collect up all the blocks and put them in the box. 
•Express their opinions e.g. I like / don’t like it,  No or yes. 
Progressing to Talks more extensively about things that are of 
particular importance to them. 

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Self-regulation
•- Find ways to calm themselves, through being calmed and comforted by 
their key person. Progressing to  Talk about their feelings using words like 
‘happy’, ‘sad’, 
•Begin to show ‘effortful control’. For example, waiting for a turn 
Progressing to  Practice skills of negotiation and compromise, e.g. I would 
like that one please... 
•Find ways of managing transitions, for example from their parent to their 
key person i.e. a transitional tory such as a teddy. Progressing to 
Increasingly able to express their emotions through words rather than 
actions. 

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Manging self
• Know their own name Progressing to  recognise their own name 
i.e.  find their own name card 
•Notice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, 
types of hair, gender, Progressing to  Is becoming more aware of 
the similarities and differences between themselves and others in 
more detailed ways 
•Try new things. Progressing to Enjoys a sense of belonging 
through getting involved in daily tasks. 
•Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other 
children, because they know their key person is nearby Progressing 
to  Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed.
•Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important. 

Personal, social, Emotional Development: 
Relationships
•Engage with others through gestures, gaze and talk  
Progressing to Play with one or more other children, 
extending and elaborating play ideas. 
•Show empathy and concern for people who are special to 
them Progressing to Develop their sense of responsibility and 
membership of a community, e.g. through helping to tidy up / 
joining in fully with class routines. 
•Choose to play with a child who has a similar interest 
Progressing to Seek out companionship with adults and other 
children. 

WELLCOMM ASSESSMENT BASELINE Happy, sad, because, turn taking, share, help Difference, choice, same, different, choose, help, rules Care, kind, play, share, friendship
Physical Development: Gross
to negotiate space safely.
to take turns with others.
building confidence to try new challenges.
explore movement skills, beginning to demonstrate balance and 
co-ordination 
follow instructions with support.
play games honestly guided by rules with support.

Physical Development: Fine
•- Develop manipulation and control. For example, tearing, making marks on 
and printing on different types of paper. Progressing to Use one-handed 
tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.
•Use a combination of large and small motor skills to do things independently 
i.e. zips Progressing to Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and 
undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips. 
•Start to make marks intentionally using a range of media, e.g. chalk, paint, 
water, sand. Progressing to Create closed shapes with continuous lines and 
begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 

Other Key considerations for prime areas

Nursery Rhymes: ten currant buns and Miss Polly Had a dolly

Songs: heads, shoulders, knees and toes

Traditional tales: Little Red Hen (harvest)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
GET SET FOR EDUCATION – PE (Fundamentals unit 1) Tear, zip, control, scissors, independent

Curriculum Overview 
FS1 Autumn Term 1 – Prime Areas of development 
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Festivals and celebrations Key Knowledge
We celebrate Bonfire Night With sparklers and fireworks. 
We have to be careful and keep our safe around fire, fireworks and sparklers 
We wear poppies on Remembrance Day to Remember the soldiers. 
Diwali is a festival of light celebrated by Hindus. 
There are lots of different Celebrations and festivals. 
People often give and receive cards or presents for celebrations. 
People often eat special food and wear special clothes when they celebrate. 
At Christmas we may decorate a tree and put up other decorations.
Winter is a season.
It is cold in winter and we need to wear clothes such as hats, gloves, scarfs
In the story of the Nativity, Joseph and Mary have a baby called Jesus. 
They are visited by special people and some of them give Jesus gifts. 

Build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next 

Seasonal focus
Bonfire Night 
Diwali 
Remembrance 
Nursery Rhyme Week 
Birthdays
Winter 
Nativity 
Christmas 

Supporting Texts 
Be Brave, Little Penguin 
One Day on Our Blue Planet – the Antarctic 
The Snowflake 
The Rabbit, the Dark and the Biscuit Tin
What Do You Celebrate?: Exploring the World Through Holidays 

Role play areas and the intent
Home corner – Seasonal 
decorations

Opposites Vocab
light/dark
night/day
same/different 
give/take
Front/back
Up/down

Topic specific vocabulary 
Celebration, special remember past, winter, bonfire 
night fireworks Sparklers Diwali Festival Poppies 
Soldiers Christmas Nativity, giving, gifts, presents, 
decorate, seasons hot cold

Enrichment
Church 
Pantomime 
Remembrance – war memorial 

Wow moments
Christmas party
Nativity play
Parents invited in for Christmas craft afternoon
Christmas lunch 

Literacy: Reading – comprehension
- Enjoys and joins in with rhyming stories and poems.
- Begins to talk about the characters and events in 
familiar stories.
- Fills in the missing word or phrase in familiar stories e.g. 
“My favourite food is... (Gruffalo crumble)”
-  Shows care and respect for books, ensuring they are 
put away properly.
- Talks about what they can see when looking at fiction 
and non-fiction texts.
- Begins to use new vocabulary they have heard from 
stories/texts. 

Literacy: Reading
Recognises their name card, including where other names have the same 
initial letter.
- Recognises some familiar logos.
- Knows that text has meaning.
- Looks at books and points to print when ‘reading’. - Names ’front’ and ’back’ 
cover. 

Literacy: Writing
- Shows an interest in mark making within provision.
- Writes some recognisable letters from name.
- Able to make the following controlled marks: up and 
down, side-to-side, wiggle, circle.  
- Beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand. 

Mathematics

Brave, penguin, little, planet, snow, dark, celebrate, 
holiday, explore

Logo, point, front, back Mark, name, up, down, side, circle

Understanding the World Understanding the World Expressive arts and design Expressive arts and design

Logo, point, front, back Mark, name, up, down, side, circle

Curriculum Overview 
FS1 Autumn Term 1 – Specific Areas of development 

This is me – what makes me special? Key Knowledge learnt through this topic
To know on our bodies we have arms, legs, body, feet, toes, hands, fingers. 
To be able to find key parts of their body and point to them.
To now how they are similar and different to their friends, e.g. eye colour / hair colour. 
Name all basic parts of the human body that they can see and the brain and heart. 
To recognise their body needs, food, water exercise and sleep. 
To know they have changed over time – baby – child.
To be able to name the key members of their family
To recognise similarities and differences between their families and other families 
To know that some foods are healthy.
To begin to understand why they need to clean their teeth

Seasonal focus
Harvest
New beginnings

Role play areas and the 
intent
Indoors - Home corner 

Outdoors – 
Babies/dolls/prams

Topic specific vocabulary
eyes, ears, nose, mouth, hair, arms, hands, fingers, legs, feet, toes, same, different , shoulders, elbow, neck 
back, stomach, knees, ankles, baby, child, adult, family, same, different, pretend, sibling names, mum(my), 
dad(dy), brother, sister, parent, grandparent, old, young, wash, hands, clean, taste, dislike, clean teeth,

Literacy: Phonics
General Sound Discrimination – Environmental Sounds 
•Develop listening skills and awareness of sounds in the 
environment 
General Sound Discrimination – Instrumental Sounds 
•Develop awareness of sounds made with instruments 
Body Percussion 
•Develop awareness of sounds and rhythms 
Rhythm and Rhyme 
•Develop awareness of rhythm and rhyme in speech 
Alliteration
•Listen to sounds at the beginning of words and hear the 
differences between them 
Voice Sounds 
•Explore speech sounds 
Oral Blending and Segmenting 
•Can orally blend and segment simple vc and cvc
•words. 

Literacy: Word reading – fluency, print, enjoyment, understanding
•Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name Progressing to Recognise familiar words and 
signs such as own name 
•Enjoy sharing books with an adult paying attention and respond to the pictures or the words. 
Progressing to Look at and enjoy print and digital books independently showing an interest in 
illustrations and words 
•Repeats and uses actions, words or phrases from familiar stories. Progressing to Joins in with 
repeated refrains and Begin to use story language in imaginative play 
Do the children Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play?

Literacy: Writing – Gross / fine
•Hold themselves up without lying or slouching when sitting on the carpet or on a chair (vestibular 
sense / proprioception). Progressing to  Able to sit on the carpet and on chairs for increasing 
amounts of time using core strength to keep them upright and stable. 
•Can cross the midline, e.g. when reaching for a toy Progressing to  Can cross the midline, e.g. 
touching opposite toes with opposite hands. 
•Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks. 
•Creates lines and circles pivoting from the shoulder and elbow (shoulder and elbow articulation). 

Mathematics
Match sort and compare
• Match objects Progressing to matching pictures and objects
• Sort a group of objects by size – big and small
• To say which group has ‘more than’

Measure and pattern
• Talk about familiar events in their normal day. 
• To begin to recognise the difference between heavy and light.

Number 1,2,3
• Represent 1,2,3 with objects or fingers 
• Say number names to 3 in order. 

Circles/triangles (position)
• To be able name a circle/triangle.
• Explore and make arrangements with shapes 
• Can follow and  positional language (on / under / in)

Sounds, body, instrument, rhyme, rhythm Opposite, mid line, wave, circle, shoulder, elbow Count, more, same, different, pattern, shape, circle
Understanding the World
Animals including humans: Name facial features on humans and know what they have on their bodies, e.g. arms, legs, body, feet, toes, hands, fingers.
•Know how they are similar and different to their friends, e.g. eye colour / hair colour. Name all basic parts of the human body that they can see and the brain and 
heart. Begin to talk about what their body needs, e.g. food, water exercise and sleep. 

Past and present - Changes in living memory/Their families: Show interest in photographs of themselves and other familiar people and objects. talk about 
how they have changed baby,  child, Have a sense of own immediate family and relations, In pretend play, imitate everyday actions and events from own family , 
Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends.

Managing Self:: Develop some independence in self-care and shows an awareness of routines such as handwashing, begin to imitate self-care routines in their play, e.g. 
give the doll a bath, wipe teddy’s face, change baby’s nappy, Able to help with and increasingly independently put on and take off simple clothing items such as hats, 
wellington boots, unzip coats.. Beginning to understand healthy choices about food and drink. Beginning to understand why we need to clean our  teeth. Dresses but 
still needs some help, e.g. puts arms into open fronted coat or shirt when held up, pulls up own trousers, and pulls up zip once it is fastened at the bottom.

Expressive arts and design: 
Creating with materials
•- Start to make marks intentionally 
using a range of media e.g. chalk, 
paint, water, sand. 
•Express ideas and feelings through 
making marks, and sometimes give a 
meaning to the marks they make. 
•Recognise and name a wider range of 
colours including black, white, grey, 
silver, gold and the secondary colours 
(green, orange, purple). 
•Talk about colours and shapes in 
different pieces of art. 

Expressive arts and design: Being imaginative and expressive
•- Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds. Enjoy and take 
part in action songs, such as Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. 
•Sing and remember entire songs.
•Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in 
rhymes, songs 
•Experiment with different parts of their bodies to make different 
sounds. 
•Begin to take part in simple pretend play, e.g. 
family members in domestic role play. 
Increasingly take part in simple pretend play, showing growing 
confidence at being a character, e.g. mum / dad / baby in domestic role 
play. 
•Play alongside other children who are engaged in the same 
•theme. 

Please see topic specific vocabulary box. ARTIST = Kandinsky 
Shape, line, colour, artist, marks, repeat, join in, together, body, parts, character, role play 



Festivals and celebrations Key Knowledge
We celebrate Bonfire Night With sparklers and fireworks.
We have to be careful and keep our safe around fire, fireworks and sparklers
We wear poppies on Remembrance Day to remember the soldiers.
Diwali is a festival of light celebrated by Hindus.
There are lots of different celebrations and festivals.
People often give and receive cards or presents for celebrations.
People often eat special food and wear special clothes when they celebrate.
At Christmas we may decorate a tree and put up other decorations.
Winter is a season.
It is cold in winter and we need to wear clothes such as hats, gloves, scarfs
In the story of the nativity, Joseph and Mary have a baby called Jesus.
They are visited by special people and some of them give Jesus gifts.

Build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next

Seasonal focus
Bonfire Night
Diwali
Remembrance
Nursery Rhyme Week
Birthdays
Winter
Nativity
Christmas

Supporting Texts
Arthur’s favourite holiday’s and 
celebrations(festivals)
Autumn
Tidy (it is ok to make mistakes)
Stickman (Christmas/winter)
The Jolly Postman (Christmas)
You Choose (fairy tales)
Pop up Seasons

Role play areas and the 
intent
Home corner – 
Seasonal decorations 
i.e. - Birthday party 
space, add Christmas 
decorations

Opposites Vocab
light/dark
night/day
same/different
give/take
Front/back
Up/down
Happy/sad

Topic specific vocabulary
Celebration, special remember past, winter, bonfire 
night fireworks Sparklers Diwali Festival Poppies 
Soldiers Christmas Nativity, giving, gifts, presents, 
decorate, seasons hot cold

Focus words: celebrate, 

Enrichment
Church
Pantomime
Remembrance – war memorial

Wow moments
Christmas party
Nativity play
Parents invited in for Christmas craft afternoon
Christmas lunch

Communication and language
- Follows instructions at a two-word-level in a specific 
order.
- Understands ‘who, ‘what’, ‘where’ if used out of the 
here-and-now.
- Knows the names of things used in auditory activities 
and phonological awareness activities e.g., colours.
- I understand more than one meaning of familiar 
words e.g. slide, sea, boot.

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Self-regulation
- Looks to a supportive adult for help in resolving conflict with 
peers.
- Follows routine linked rules independently.
- Talks about own feelings using simple vocabulary e.g. happy, 
sad.
- Expresses a wide range of feelings in their interactions with 
others and through their behaviour and play.
- Gives focussed attention to what an adult says in a small group 
situation (up to 4) and joins in during group games/songs.

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Manging self
- Shows more confidence in new social situations.
- Selects and uses resources, accepting help when 
needed.
- Follows routine linked rules independently.
- Washes hands after using the toilet, generally without 
reminders.
- Can put on own coat and attempts to  zip it.
- Uses the toilet mostly independently. If they have an 
occasional accident they tell an adult.

Personal, social, Emotional Development: 
Relationships
- Enjoys playing alone and alongside others and 
shows an interest in playing with others, trying to join 
in.
- Looks to a supportive adult for help in resolving 
conflict with peers.
- Shows increasing consideration of other people’s 
needs e.g. making space for a friend in the circle.

Who, what, where, red, yellow, blue, green Happy, sad, Coat, zip, help Friend, happy, sad, circle
Physical Development: Gross
Moves in different ways e.g. crawl, walk, run.
- Shows confidence when making attempts to move 
across climbing/balancing equipment. - Runs 
confidently on whole foot– maintaining balance when 
running up/down slight slopes. - Can grasp and release 
with two hands to throw and catch a large ball, 
beanbag or object. - Kicks a stationary ball with some 
force and accuracy.

Physical Development: Fine
- Overwrites letters from their own name.
- Able to make the following controlled marks: up and down, 
side-to-side, wiggle, circle, cross, diagonal lines
- Beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand.
- When drawing a person, draws at least a head and some limbs.
- able to manipulate malleable materials
- begins to hold scissors correctly and makes snips.
-Use a comfortable grip with good control when
holding pens and pencils.

Other Key considerations for prime areas

Nursery Rhymes: twinkle twinkle little star, it’s raining it’s pouring, if your happy and you know it, incy wincy spider

Songs: jingle bells, nativity songs for this year

Traditional tales: linked to the Christmas pantomime i.e. Cinderella, sleeping beauty etc.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
Move, walk, run, climb, throw, kick up, down, side, circle, sort, match, scissors, snip, squash, twist, 

push, roll, spoon, bowl

Curriculum Overview 
FS1 Autumn Term 2 – Prime Areas of development 
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Festivals and celebrations Key Knowledge
We celebrate Bonfire Night With sparklers and fireworks. 
We have to be careful and keep our safe around fire, fireworks and sparklers 
We wear poppies on Remembrance Day to Remember the soldiers. 
Diwali is a festival of light celebrated by Hindus. 
There are lots of different Celebrations and festivals. 
People often give and receive cards or presents for celebrations. 
People often eat special food and wear special clothes when they celebrate. 
At Christmas we may decorate a tree and put up other decorations.
Winter is a season.
It is cold in winter and we need to wear clothes such as hats, gloves, scarfs
In the story of the Nativity, Joseph and Mary have a baby called Jesus. 
They are visited by special people and some of them give Jesus gifts. 

Build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next 

Seasonal focus
Bonfire Night 
Diwali 
Remembrance 
Nursery Rhyme Week 
Birthdays
Winter 
Nativity 
Christmas 

Supporting Texts 
Be Brave, Little Penguin 
One Day on Our Blue Planet – the Antarctic 
The Snowflake 
The Rabbit, the Dark and the Biscuit Tin
What Do You Celebrate?: Exploring the World Through Holidays 

Role play areas and the intent
Home corner – Seasonal 
decorations

Opposites Vocab
light/dark
night/day
same/different 
give/take
Front/back
Up/down

Topic specific vocabulary 
Celebration, special remember past, winter, bonfire 
night fireworks Sparklers Diwali Festival Poppies 
Soldiers Christmas Nativity, giving, gifts, presents, 
decorate, seasons hot cold

Enrichment
Church 
Pantomime 
Remembrance – war memorial 

Wow moments
Christmas party
Nativity play
Parents invited in for Christmas craft afternoon
Christmas lunch 

Literacy: Reading – comprehension
- Enjoys and joins in with rhyming stories and poems.
- Begins to talk about the characters and events in 
familiar stories.
- Fills in the missing word or phrase in familiar stories e.g. 
“My favourite food is... (Gruffalo crumble)”
-  Shows care and respect for books, ensuring they are 
put away properly.
- Talks about what they can see when looking at fiction 
and non-fiction texts.
- Begins to use new vocabulary they have heard from 
stories/texts. 

Literacy: Reading
Recognises their name card, including where other names have the same 
initial letter.
- Recognises some familiar logos.
- Knows that text has meaning.
- Looks at books and points to print when ‘reading’. - Names ’front’ and ’back’ 
cover. 

Literacy: Writing
- Shows an interest in mark making within provision.
- Writes some recognisable letters from name.
- Able to make the following controlled marks: up and 
down, side-to-side, wiggle, circle.  
- Beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand. 

Mathematics

Brave, penguin, little, planet, snow, dark, celebrate, 
holiday, explore

Logo, point, front, back Mark, name, up, down, side, circle

Understanding the World Understanding the World Expressive arts and design Expressive arts and design

Logo, point, front, back Mark, name, up, down, side, circle

Curriculum Overview 20
FS1 Autumn Term 2 – Specific Areas of development 

Festivals and celebrations Key Knowledge
We celebrate Bonfire Night With sparklers and fireworks.
To know there is a difference between light and dark
We wear poppies on Remembrance Day to Remember the soldiers.
Diwali is a festival of light celebrated by Hindus.
There are lots of different Celebrations and festivals.
People often give and receive cards or presents for celebrations.
People often eat special food and wear special clothes when they celebrate.
At Christmas we may decorate a tree and put-up other decorations.
Winter is a season.
It is cold in winter and we need to wear clothes such as hats, gloves, scarfs
In the story of the Nativity, Joseph and Mary have a baby called Jesus.
They are visited by special people and some of them give Jesus gifts.

Seasonal focus
Bonfire Night
Diwali
Remembrance
Nursery Rhyme Week
Birthdays
Winter
Nativity
Christmas

Supporting Texts
What do you Celebrate? 
(festivals)
Splash (aiming high)
Tidy (it is ok to make mistakes)
Smeds and the Smoos 
(friendship)
Stickman (Christmas/winter)
The Jolly Postman (Christmas)
You Choose (fairy tales)
Pop up Seasons

Role play areas and the intent
Home corner – Seasonal 
decorations i.e. - Birthday party 
space, add Christmas 
decorations

Opposites Vocab
light/dark
night/day
same/different
give/take
Front/back
Up/down
Happy/sad

Topic specific vocabulary
Celebration, special remember past, winter, bonfire 
night fireworks Sparklers Diwali Festival Poppies 
Soldiers Christmas Nativity, giving, gifts, presents, 
decorate, seasons hot cold

Enrichment
Church
Pantomime
Remembrance – war memorial

Wow moments
Christmas party
Nativity play
Parents invited in for Christmas craft afternoon
Christmas lunch

Literacy: Reading – comprehension
- Enjoys and joins in with rhyming stories and poems.
- Begins to talk about the characters and events in familiar 
stories.
- Fills in the missing word or phrase in familiar stories e.g. 
“My favourite food is... (Gruffalo crumble)”
-  Shows care and respect for books, ensuring they are put 
away properly.
- Talks about what they can see when looking at fiction 
and non-fiction texts.
- Begins to use new vocabulary they have heard from 
stories/texts.

Literacy: Reading
Recognises their name card, including where other names 
have the same initial letter.
- Recognises some familiar logos.
- Knows that text has meaning.
- Looks at books and points to print when ‘reading’. - Names 
’front’ and ’back’ cover.
Literacy: Writing
- Shows an interest in mark making within provision.
- Writes some recognisable letters from name.
- Able to make the following controlled marks: up and down, 
side-to-side, wiggle, circle.
- Beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand.

Mathematics
Counts up to 3 objects accurately 1:1.
Knows how old they are and can recognise their numeral.
Understands the concept of subitising
Joins in with number rhymes involving basic addition and subtraction.
Joins in with reciting numbers to 10.
Recites numbers to 5 independently.
Uses the language of ‘more’ to compare groups when there is an obvious difference.
Joins in with simple pattern
Selects a named 2D shape i.e. circle
Understands positional language - on top,
under, behind, in front of
Anticipates times of the day such as snack time and home time.
- Joins in with ‘days of the week’ song and can sometimes say what day it is.

Brave, penguin, little, planet, snow, dark, celebrate, 
holiday, explore

Logo, point, front, back, Mark, name, up, down, side, circle Count, more, same, different, pattern, shape, circle

Understanding the World
 People and communities: To know that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
To talk about what might happen at a celebration
- Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience. - Anticipates times of the day such as snack time.
- Recognises the difference between light and dark
- Understands and uses some simple past tense verbs correctly.
- Talks about some of the things that make them unique, special.
- Talks about what they see using some recently taught vocabulary.
-Natural World:  Enjoys hands-on exploration of the natural world and begins to talk about similarities and differences.
- To talk about at least 2 signs of winter i.e. it gets dark before we go to bed, it’s cold
- Recognises we get presents at Christmas and begins to think about giving

Expressive arts and design: Creating with 
materials
- Explores colour mixing.
- When drawing a person, draws at least 
a head and some limbs.
- Uses various construction materials.
- Plays with familiar resources in role play 
and small world.
- Use masking tape, Sellotape (and 
cutter), elastic bands, Pritt stick and PVA 
glue accurately.
- Use scissors accurately

Expressive arts and design: Being imaginative and expressive
- Plays with familiar resources in role play and small world.
- Confidently joins in with singing simple songs and action songs, 
singing most words.
- Begins to pitch match and sing the melodic shape of familiar songs.
- Copies and remembers basic actions.
- Explores moving in different ways.
- Listens with increased attention to sounds.
- Plays instruments and can stop on command



People Who Help Us Key Knowledge
• Lots of people who help us at school and at home. 
• We are part of a group of people. Introduction to concept of community.
• There are different people that we can trust if we need help.
• There are different people who look after us at school, at home and in the community. 
• We ring 999 to contact the emergency services. 
• There are 4 different emergency services. 
• Vets look after pets and different animals.
• If we are hurt we might see a doctor or nurse.
•  If there has been a fire you ring for the fire brigade. 
• The police help keep us safe. 
• There are people who we can trust if we need help or are lost. 

Build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next

Focus Points
Jobs
Firefighters/police – 
safety at home
Drs/nurses/dentist – 
keeping healthy
Coastguard/ 
lifeguard- water 
safety

Role play areas and the 
intent
Home corner – Pets 
added to look after

Enhanced areas i.e. a 
doctors.

Opposites Vocab
Same/different
Night/day

Building an understanding of:
- helping others
- Trust

Topic specific vocabulary 
help safe support trust job kind season spring change body 
teeth healthy push pull before after (link to routines – teeth 
etc.) Police, Firefighters, Doctor, Vet, Emergency, Cook, 
Teachers, Fire engine, Ambulance, community, night, day, 
light, dark

Enrichment
Spring
Children’s Mental Health Week
Rainbow challenges
Internet safety day – 7th Feb

Wow moments
Pancake day
Valentines Day
Visitors into school i.e. fire brigade

Communication and language
- Listens and takes part in adult-led activities in a small group. 
- Responds to ‘when’ questions but time vocabulary may be limited. 
-Offers reasons and explanations in response to ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions but may offer more if questions are reworded to ‘what’ 
e.g. ‘What has made you sad?’ instead of ‘Why are you sad?’ 
- Joins in with repeated refrains and key phrases in a wider selection 
of texts 
- Uses a more complex sentence structure to link thoughts and ideas 
e.g. ‘and’.
- Uses pronouns correctly some of the time.

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Self regulation
- Beginning to recognise the impact of their 
choices/behaviours/actions on others. 
- Practises skills of assertion (respectfully), whilst looking to a 
supportive adult 
- Follows rules and routines independently, without always needing 
an adult to remind them. 
- Talks about their own feelings and is beginning to develop an 
understanding of how others may be feeling. 
- Shows an understanding of changes in routines, and becomes 
more able to adapt their behaviour. 
- Listens and takes part in adult-led activities in a small group and 
responds appropriately during larger group activities. 

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Managing self
- Is more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe 
context of pre-school. 
- Selects and uses resources, asking for help if needed 
most of the time.
- Follows rules and routines independently, without 
always needing an adult to remind them.   
- Knows why we need to wash our hands. 
- Puts on shoes, generally on the correct foot. 
- Uses the toilet independently with few, if any, toileting 
accidents. 

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Relationships
- Enjoys playing alone, alongside and with others, 
inviting others to play and attempting to join other’s 
play. 
- Shows an interest in new peers and plays 
alongside them. 
- Practises skills of assertion, whilst looking to a 
supportive adult for help.

Who, what, why, listen, and, he, she, I choices, actions, share, feelings, happy, sad, upset, Safe, help, wash, hands, shoes, foot Friend, happy, sad, upset, please, keep on trying
Physical Development: Gross
- Climbs stairs/steps using alternate feet. 
 - Moves across climbing/balancing equipment using 
alternate feet. 
- Uses hands and body to stabilise when balancing. 
- Walks down steps or slopes whilst carrying a small object, 
maintaining balance and stability. 
- Runs with increasing special awareness, adjusting direction 
and/or speed to avoid obstacle. 
- Throws a ball either over or underarm with some force and 
accuracy. 
- Demonstrates co-ordination in movements with kicking 
stationary balls whilst moving. 

Physical Development: Fine
- Beginning to write letters from their name in order. 
- Makes a good attempt at the following controlled marks: 
i.e. straight lines. 
- Beginning to use a dominant hand for most fine motor 
activities. 
- When drawing a person, draws at least a head, limbs and 
some facial features. 
- Uses scissors to make controlled snips (beginning to cut 
across the paper) 
- Threads i.e. beads on a string/ completes a threading 
card. 
- Uses a spoon effectively in everyday tasks. 

Other Key considerations for prime areas

Nursery Rhymes: cobbler, cobbler mend my shoe, Dr Foster, London's Burning, I am the baker man, London 
bridge is falling down, Polly put the kettle on, Miss Polly had a dolly who was sick, sick, sick

Songs: People who help us https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8Psza6N2Os

Traditional tales: NA this half term

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx

Move, walk, run, climb, throw, kick, balance, direction Name, mark, up, down, side, scissors, snip, spoon, thread

Curriculum Overview 
FS1 Spring Term 1 – Prime Areas of development 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8Psza6N2Os
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx


Festivals and celebrations Key Knowledge
We celebrate Bonfire Night With sparklers and fireworks. 
We have to be careful and keep our safe around fire, fireworks and sparklers 
We wear poppies on Remembrance Day to Remember the soldiers. 
Diwali is a festival of light celebrated by Hindus. 
There are lots of different Celebrations and festivals. 
People often give and receive cards or presents for celebrations. 
People often eat special food and wear special clothes when they celebrate. 
At Christmas we may decorate a tree and put up other decorations.
Winter is a season.
It is cold in winter and we need to wear clothes such as hats, gloves, scarfs
In the story of the Nativity, Joseph and Mary have a baby called Jesus. 
They are visited by special people and some of them give Jesus gifts. 

Build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next 

Seasonal focus
Bonfire Night 
Diwali 
Remembrance 
Nursery Rhyme Week 
Birthdays
Winter 
Nativity 
Christmas 

Supporting Texts 
Be Brave, Little Penguin 
One Day on Our Blue Planet – the Antarctic 
The Snowflake 
The Rabbit, the Dark and the Biscuit Tin
What Do You Celebrate?: Exploring the World Through Holidays 

Role play areas and the intent
Home corner – Seasonal 
decorations

Opposites Vocab
light/dark
night/day
same/different 
give/take
Front/back
Up/down

Topic specific vocabulary 
Celebration, special remember past, winter, bonfire 
night fireworks Sparklers Diwali Festival Poppies 
Soldiers Christmas Nativity, giving, gifts, presents, 
decorate, seasons hot cold

Enrichment
Church 
Pantomime 
Remembrance – war memorial 

Wow moments
Christmas party
Nativity play
Parents invited in for Christmas craft afternoon
Christmas lunch 

Literacy: Reading – comprehension
- Enjoys and joins in with rhyming stories and poems.
- Begins to talk about the characters and events in 
familiar stories.
- Fills in the missing word or phrase in familiar stories e.g. 
“My favourite food is... (Gruffalo crumble)”
-  Shows care and respect for books, ensuring they are 
put away properly.
- Talks about what they can see when looking at fiction 
and non-fiction texts.
- Begins to use new vocabulary they have heard from 
stories/texts. 

Literacy: Reading
Recognises their name card, including where other names have the same 
initial letter.
- Recognises some familiar logos.
- Knows that text has meaning.
- Looks at books and points to print when ‘reading’. - Names ’front’ and ’back’ 
cover. 

Literacy: Writing
- Shows an interest in mark making within provision.
- Writes some recognisable letters from name.
- Able to make the following controlled marks: up and 
down, side-to-side, wiggle, circle.  
- Beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand. 

Mathematics

Brave, penguin, little, planet, snow, dark, celebrate, 
holiday, explore

Logo, point, front, back Mark, name, up, down, side, circle

Understanding the World Understanding the World Expressive arts and design Expressive arts and design

Logo, point, front, back Mark, name, up, down, side, circle

Curriculum Overview 
FS1 Spring Term 1– Specific Areas of development 

People who help us Key Knowledge
• Lots of people who help us at school and at home. 
• We are part of a group of people. Introduction to concept of community.
• There are different people that we can trust if we need help.
• There are different people who look after us at school, at home and in the community. 
• We ring 999 to contact the emergency services. 
• There are 4 different emergency services. 
• Vets look after pets and different animals.
• If we are hurt we might see a doctor or nurse.
•  If there has been a fire you ring for the fire brigade. 
• The police help keep us safe. 
• There are people who we can trust if we need help or are lost. 

Focus Points
Jobs
Firefighters/police – safety at 
home
Drs/nurses/dentist – keeping 
healthy

Role play areas and the intent
Home corner – Pets added to 
look after

Enhanced areas i.e. a doctors.

Shared Storytime vocab
offices, trapped, neighbourhood, deliveries, unloads, groceries, problems, paramedics, 
professionally, hairstyle, dazzling, experiment, swirling, neat, invited, creation, rescuing, 
groceries, earliest, recycled, tantrums, exhausted, ignored, heal, neighbours, nearby, 
politely, borrow / lending, chorused, drifted, greedy, gobbled, bulging.

Enrichment
Children’s Mental Health Week
Rainbow challenges
Visitors

Wow moments
Pancake day
Valentines Day
Visitors into school i.e. fire brigade
Internet safety day – 7th Feb

Literacy: Reading – comprehension
- Orders events in a familiar story and uses some 
story language to re-tell it. - Turns pages in a book, 
one at a time.
- Joins in with repeated refrains and key phrases in 
a wider selection of texts
- Asks questions about what they can see when 
looking at fiction and non-fiction texts.
- Engages in simple conversations about fiction and 
non-fiction texts.
- More confidently use new vocabulary they have 
heard when talking about stories/texts. 

Literacy: Reading
- Beginning to identify initial sounds in words. 
- Knows what sound their name begins with. 
- Beginning to spot rhymes. 
- Recognises their name in different contexts.
- increasingly interested in logos and finding out what they see 

mean.
- Knows that print is read from left to right and from top to bottom.
Literacy: Writing
- Begins to use some of their print and letter knowledge in early writing 
e.g. start writing at the top of the page or writing ‘m’ for mummy.
- Writes name so that it is recognisable (can still be copying).
- Makes a good attempt at the following controlled marks: arches, 
spiral, in and out spiral, lay down straight eight, straight lines.
- Uses a dominant hand for most mark making activities. 

Mathematics
- Counts up to 5 objects accurately 1:1 when objects are put in a line.
- Shows numbers 1-5 on fingers (sometimes needing correcting). - Counts out up to 5 objects from a larger 
amount (occasional errors)
- Recognises at least 3 numbers (0-5).
- Subitises to 3 in a set pattern e.g. dice.
- Identifies groups with the same number of things. 
- Joins in with number rhymes involving basic addition and subtraction, recognising if the total amount gets 
smaller or larger. 
- Knows that a number of things does not change if they are rearranged (conservation) 
- Joins in with reciting numbers to 10.
- Recites numbers to 5 independently. 
- Uses the language of ‘more’ to compare groups when there is an obvious difference. 
- Joins in with simple pattern making, predicting what comes next. 
- Uses the language of time and money in role play with adult modelling.
- Begins to describe a sequence of events using words, such as ‘first’, ‘then’...

Order, first, next, start, stop Logo, rhyme, name, print, top, bottom, straight, line, hump, circle Count, numbers, pattern, next, more, first, then
Understanding the World
People and communities
▪ Re-tell simple past events related to their own lives in the correct order.
▪ Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as first … then … .
▪ Can predict routines linked to established timetabling, e.g. next we will … .
▪ Know the days of the week, e.g. through song and begin to know the months of the year.
▪ Linked to family / friends, show interest in different occupations and ways of life indoors and outdoors.

The natural world
▪ Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
▪ Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
▪ Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.
▪ Explore collections of materials with similar and / or different properties.

Expressive arts and design: 
Explore different materials freely to 
develop their ideas about how to use 
them and what to make.
▪ Join different materials, beginning to 
explain choice linked to shape and 
texture / properties.
▪ Use various construction materials, e.g. 
joining pieces, stacking vertically and 
horizontally, balancing, making 
enclosures and creating
spaces.

Expressive arts and design: Being imaginative and expressive
▪ Play instruments with increasing control
to express their feelings and ideas.
▪ Play instruments softly / loudly and quietly.
▪ Use accurate names for simple instruments, e.g.
drum, tambourine, bells.

Change, change, senses, explore, mixture, before, after, next, now, yesterday, tomorrow build, join, plastic, paper, cardboard loud, quiet, bang, tap, shake, softly, beater, stick, blow, speed,



Transport: Where shall we go and how shall we get there? Key Knowledge
• A vehicle is a mode of transport to help a person travel from one place to another. 
• There are lots of different forms of transport.
• Some vehicles can travel on roads i.e. car, truck, lorry, van.
• Some can only travel on water ships, boats, hovercraft. 
• Some travel on tracks i.e. trains
• Some travel in the air i.e. aeroplanes, helicopters, hot air balloons.
• Vehicles can be used to help people do their job. 
• Some vehicles can go fast, some are very slow.
• Lots of vehicles have wheels.
• Some vehicles can carry lots of people and go a very long way.
• Some modes of transport are healthier for people than others

Build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next

Focus Points
Transport – vehicles
Places we could 
visit 

Supporting Texts 
The Train Ride
The Naughty Bus
Going on a bear hunt
Rosie’s Walk
In Every House on Every Street
You can’t take an elephant on a bus
We Catch the bus
The Journey home from Grandpas

Role play areas and 
the intent
Outside role play – 
mechanics workshop 
(link back to people 
who help us)

Opposites Vocab
Near/far
Push/pull
Up/down
Same/different

Topic specific vocabulary 
Same, different, local, season, summer, seaside, transport, nature, 
school, garden, float, sink, build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, 
stable, explore, investigate, near, far, on top, next to, under, push, 
pull

Enrichment
A trip out using different modes of transport.

Phonics Focus sounds

Sounds Write Unit 1: t, o, d, I,  

Communication and language
-Use some correct tenses when speaking independently.
Use a wider range of vocabulary linked to topics
Answer why questions.
Speak clearly in a variety of situations pronouncing words correctly in 
short sentences (4-6 words).
Model extending grammatically correct sentences 
Share their point of view and explain it simply.
Start and continue a conversation with a classmate and familiar adult.
Talk to others to extend their role and direction of play.

Listen to stories for a longer period and retell the story.
Pay attention to more than one thing at a time.
Follow a two part instruction.
Sing a repertoire of songs.

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Managing Self
-      Select and use activities with an end goal in mind.
-      Say how they can be healthy.
- Manage own hygiene and toileting needs (eg changing 

themselves).
- Sometimes shares or take turns with others, (with adult 

guidance) 
- -Understand that their actions can make others feel happy 

or sad
- -Go to the toilet independently (including wiping)
- -Understand the expectations, boundaries and classroom 

routines of the school
- -Shows independence in being able to manage their own 

needs (go and get a drink for themselves/toilet)

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Self Regulation
- Carry out simple roles of responsibility when asked and say 

why there are class rules.
- Talk and respond to unfamiliar adults in the setting 

demonstrating more confidence.
- Find solutions for conflicts and rivalries, sharing point of view.
- Settle to some activities, showing engagement and 

concentration that interests them. 
 

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Relationships
-     Extend and elaborate their child initiated play.
- Respond to wider range of emotion in others e.g.                

-  recognise anger and the need for children to calm 
down,

- -Play alongside others (in a focussed game/role play)
- -Show care when others are feeling sad.

Why, clear, talk, listen, instruction Goal, take turns, boundary, independent Role, talk, conflict, solution, concentration Play, emotion
Physical Development: Gross
- To use paintbrushes and are able to make large marks in a 
clockwise/anti clockwise direction using movements from the wrist.
- To confidently climb equipment and larger apparatus
- To travel in different ways with confidence (rolling, crawling, jumping, 

running, walking and climbing) 
- To find a space and to stop safely when directed.
- Balance on  one leg for a short period of time
- To sit comfortably on the floor or a chair for up to five minutes.
- To throw a large ball/beanbag from themselves to a smaller target
- To sit on a tricycle and move it from a –b by using cycling 

movements with feet
- To stand on a 3 wheel scooter and push off with the other foot and 

move from one area to another.

Physical Development: Fine
- To use a sawing action when using a knife and the fork to hold 
the food in place.
- To use scissors by holding them in preferred hand and cut 
following a straight/curved line using the other hand as a support.
- To use one dominant hand and have a comfortable grip (e.g. 
tripod), to mark make with control
- To select and manage own movements to complete a task.
- To do up zips/buttons with support using a range of fine motor 
skills.

Other Key considerations for prime areas

Nursery Rhymes: The bear went over the mountain, Down at the station
The grand old Duke of York, Jack and Jill, Wheels on the bus

Songs: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKcrsv_t8Ko Journey home from ……

Website: explore transport with cbeebies.
School starter checkpoint: I can can correctly pronounce the sounds 
p, b, m, w, t, d, g, k, I can listen to and then follow an instruction, which has two parts, I can use a dominant hand, I can show co-
ordination and balance, I can orally blend some simple cvc words, I can an talk about my favourite story, I can recognise my 
name, I can imitate shapes that involve multiple movements e.g. square, cross, zig zag figure of eight, spiral wave), I can show 1:1 
correspondence when counting up to 5, I can subitise numbers to 3Direction, climb, travel, space, balance ,throw, push Scissors, cut, straight, curved, grip, control

Curriculum Overview 
FS1 Summer Term 1 – Prime Areas of development 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKcrsv_t8Ko


Transport: Where shall we go and how shall we get there? Key Knowledge
• A vehicle is a mode of transport to help a person travel from one place to another. 
• There are lots of different forms of transport.
• Some vehicles can travel on roads i.e. car, truck, lorry, van.
• Some can only travel on water ships, boats, hovercraft. 
• Some travel on tracks i.e. trains
• Some travel in the air i.e. aeroplanes, helicopters, hot air balloons.
• Vehicles can be used to help people do their job. (PSHE)
• Some vehicles can go fast, some are very slow. (science)
• Lots of vehicles have wheels. 
• Some vehicles can carry lots of people and go a very long way. (Gepgraphy)
• Some modes of transport are healthier for people than others (PSHE)

Focus Points
Transport – vehicles
Places we could visit 

Supporting Texts 
The Train Ride
The Naughty Bus
Going on a bear hunt
Rosie’s Walk
You can’t take an elephant on a 
bus
We Catch the bus
The Journey home from Grandpas
My big transport book

Role play areas and the 
intent
Outside role play – 
mechanics workshop (link 
back to people who help us)

Opposites Vocab
Near/far
Push/pull
Up/down
Same/different

Topic specific vocabulary 
Same, different, local, season, summer, seaside, 
transport, nature, school, garden, float, sink, build, 
make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, explore, 
investigate, near, far, on top, next to, under, push, pull

Enrichment
A trip out using different modes of transport.

Phonics Focus sounds

Sounds Write Unit 1: t, o, d, I,  

Literacy: Reading – comprehension

Turn the pages and tell the story from the pictures

Talk about familiar stories using story language and 
make connections with other stories.

Identify letters from their name. and recognise their 
own name

Literacy: Reading
Identify initial sounds in words and say when they are start with 
the same letter.
Count and clap syllables in a word.
Blend orally segmented words with no resources.

Literacy: Writing
-Form letters and say what they have written (e.g. letters from 
name or initial sounds)

- To practice marks that, involve multiple movements e.g. 
square, cross, zig zag figure of eight, spiral wave)

- To practice anticlockwise and clockwise movement

Mathematics
-     Identify when they see 3 items (no matter the placing)
- Say number names in order to 10 and above.
- Count 5 items whilst touching each one (knowing that the last number is the total) and be able to represent it with 

objects or fingers.
- Form some numbers correctly
- Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.
- Use language more than/less than when explaining their maths learning.
- I can represent up to 5 with objects or fingers 
- Continue an AB pattern with adult support 
- Describe basic shapes using some mathematical language (eg straight, round, sides
- Follow and give a sequence of instructions using positional language (e.g put the teddy under the chair next to the 

ball)
- Using language of first, then, next when sequencing.
- Compare objects linked to size, weight, length and capacity.

Turn, page, story, language, connect Sounds, start, end, syllables, blend, marks, movement Number, order, count, problems, more, less, pattern, shape, sequence, position, compare
Understanding the World

To describe how a force that they can observe or feel. Melting/floating and sinking/pushing a ball/magnet (pull)

To know about behaviours linked to weather (e.g. sun cream), To name some other countries,

To say what some professions do (e.g. plumbers fix taps, Mechanics fix cars

To independently use electronic toys for a purpose.

Expressive arts and design: Creating with materials
- To use drawing to represent movement and/or 
noises.
To represent different parts of a persons face 
(neck, hair, eyes, nose, lips)
To explore colour mixing and say what they have 
observed.
To select resources/materials according to 
size/shape to create an end goal, joining 
materials as required.
To use cello tape to join things
To say what they liked about their creation

Expressive arts and design: Being imaginative and expressive
To sing more than one song from memory
To change the words of a song to make a new one
To match the sounds they make to another (pitch, tone, tempo)
To identify and describe sounds in a piece of music
Play instruments (with increasing control) to express their ideas 
and feelings.
Can give an opinion on food, music, movement or picture and 
give a reason why.
To copy a sequence of movements related to music/rhythm
To take part in simple pretend play with back and forth exchange
To create more imaginative and complex stories as part of small 
world play.

Please see topic specific vocabulary box. Draw, parts, explore, colour, mix, size, shape, join Sing, match, music, instrument, control, opinion, copy, sequence

Curriculum Overview 
FS1 Summer Term 1 – Prime Areas of development 



Summer: Same/different - change Key Knowledge
• This season is called summer.
• The weather in summer can be hot and sunny.
• To keep safe in the sun we must wear a hat and sun cream and stay in the shade.
• Plants can grow from a seed and we must water them
• Some Foods are healthy
• Some foods are unhealthy and we must only eat them some times
• Name key vegetables such as carrots, cauliflower, broccoli and cabbage
• We can sort things according to different things i.e. colour
• It is important to plan ahead sometimes and think what may happen (future)
• Sometimes things change and may look different
• Change can make us feel nervous, worried
• Things that have already have happened are in the past 

Build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next

Focus Points
Growing
Change/ New life 
Healthy Food
Teamwork
Building new things
Planning ahead
Sorting/classifying 
Worries/ Hopes/fears
Transition
Role play areas and the 
intent
Garden centre/fruit 
and veg shop outside

Opposites Vocab
Same/different
Winter/summer
Past/future
Happy/sad

Topic specific vocabulary 
Growing, seasons, summer, plant, flower, seed, 
healthy, body, teeth, sense, taste, touch, see, 
smell, hear, change, next, year, important, 
memory, reception, school, hope, worry, 

Enrichment
End of term treat
ASDA walk to buy fresh fruit and veg?

Wow moments
Sports Day
Stay and play with new classmates

Communication and language
Use some correct tenses when speaking independently.
Use a wider range of vocabulary linked to topics

Answer why questions.
Speak clearly in a variety of situations pronouncing words correctly in short 
sentences (4-6 words).
Model extending grammatically correct sentences 
Share their point of view and explain it simply.
Start and continue a conversation with a classmate and familiar adult.
Talk to others to extend their role and direction of play.
Listen to stories for a longer period and retell the story.
Pay attention to more than one thing at a time.
Follow a two part instruction.
Sing a repertoire of songs 

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Self regulation
Carry out simple roles of responsibility when asked and 
say why there are class rules.
Talk and respond to unfamiliar adults in the setting 
demonstrating more confidence.
Find solutions for conflicts and rivalries, sharing point of 
view..
Settle to some activities, showing engagement and 
concentration that interests them.

Personal, social, Emotional Development: Managing self
Select and use activities with an end goal in mind.
Say how they can be healthy.
Manage own hygiene and toileting needs (e.g. changing 
themselves).
-Sometimes shares or take turns with others, (with adult guidance) 
-Understand that their actions can make others feel happy or sad
-Go to the toilet independently (including wiping)
-Understand the expectations, boundaries and classroom routines of 
the school
-Shows independence in being able to manage their own needs (go 
and get a drink for themselves/toilet)

Personal, social, Emotional Development: 
Relationships
Extend and elaborate their child initiated play.
Respond to wider range of emotion in others e.g. 
recognise anger and the need for children to 
calm down.
-Play alongside others (in a focussed game/role 
play)
-Show care when others are feeling sad.

Why, point of view, conversation, listen, attention Roles, rules, confidence, solution, conflict, interest Goal, healthy, turn taking, independence, routine Elaborate, anger, calm, focus, neervous
Physical Development: Gross
To use paintbrushes and are able to make large marks in a clockwise/anti 
clockwise direction using movements from the wrist.
To confidently climb equipment and larger

To travel in different ways with confidence (rolling, crawling, jumping, 
running, walking and climbing) 
To match their developing physical skills to match task and activities (e.g. 

crawl, run, walk across a plank)
To find a space and to stop safely when directed.

Balance on  one leg for a short period of time
To sit comfortably on the floor or a chair for up to five minutes. 
To throw a large ball/beanbag from themselves to a smaller target
To sit on a tricycle and move using cycling movements with feet
To stand on a 3 wheel scooter and push off with the other foot and move 
from one area to another.

Physical Development: Fine
To use a sawing action when using a knife and the 
fork to hold the food in place.
To use scissors by holding them in preferred hand 
and cut following a straight/curved line using the 
other hand as a support.
To use one dominant hand and have a 
comfortable grip (e.g. tripod), to mark make with 
control
To select and manage own movements to 
complete a task.
To do up zips/buttons with support using a range of 
fine motor skills

Other Key considerations for prime areas

Nursery Rhymes: If you are happy and you know it, Hickory Dickory Dock, 1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive,
Wheels on the bus, Wind the Bobbin up

Songs: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffeZXPtTGC4 – phonics initial sounds

Traditional tales: Three Little pigs

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx

Clockwise, climb, travel, space, push, move, balance Saw, prefered, straight, curve, grip, dominant
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Festivals and celebrations Key Knowledge
We celebrate Bonfire Night With sparklers and fireworks. 
We have to be careful and keep our safe around fire, fireworks and sparklers 
We wear poppies on Remembrance Day to Remember the soldiers. 
Diwali is a festival of light celebrated by Hindus. 
There are lots of different Celebrations and festivals. 
People often give and receive cards or presents for celebrations. 
People often eat special food and wear special clothes when they celebrate. 
At Christmas we may decorate a tree and put up other decorations.
Winter is a season.
It is cold in winter and we need to wear clothes such as hats, gloves, scarfs
In the story of the Nativity, Joseph and Mary have a baby called Jesus. 
They are visited by special people and some of them give Jesus gifts. 

Build, make, tall, short, wide, narrow, stable, same, different, change, healthy, safe, season, now, next 

Seasonal focus
Bonfire Night 
Diwali 
Remembrance 
Nursery Rhyme Week 
Birthdays
Winter 
Nativity 
Christmas 

Supporting Texts 
Be Brave, Little Penguin 
One Day on Our Blue Planet – the Antarctic 
The Snowflake 
The Rabbit, the Dark and the Biscuit Tin
What Do You Celebrate?: Exploring the World Through Holidays 

Role play areas and the intent
Home corner – Seasonal 
decorations

Opposites Vocab
light/dark
night/day
same/different 
give/take
Front/back
Up/down

Topic specific vocabulary 
Celebration, special remember past, winter, bonfire 
night fireworks Sparklers Diwali Festival Poppies 
Soldiers Christmas Nativity, giving, gifts, presents, 
decorate, seasons hot cold

Enrichment
Church 
Pantomime 
Remembrance – war memorial 

Wow moments
Christmas party
Nativity play
Parents invited in for Christmas craft afternoon
Christmas lunch 

Literacy: Reading – comprehension
- Enjoys and joins in with rhyming stories and poems.
- Begins to talk about the characters and events in 
familiar stories.
- Fills in the missing word or phrase in familiar stories e.g. 
“My favourite food is... (Gruffalo crumble)”
-  Shows care and respect for books, ensuring they are 
put away properly.
- Talks about what they can see when looking at fiction 
and non-fiction texts.
- Begins to use new vocabulary they have heard from 
stories/texts. 

Literacy: Reading
Recognises their name card, including where other names have the same 
initial letter.
- Recognises some familiar logos.
- Knows that text has meaning.
- Looks at books and points to print when ‘reading’. - Names ’front’ and ’back’ 
cover. 

Literacy: Writing
- Shows an interest in mark making within provision.
- Writes some recognisable letters from name.
- Able to make the following controlled marks: up and 
down, side-to-side, wiggle, circle.  
- Beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand. 

Mathematics

Brave, penguin, little, planet, snow, dark, celebrate, 
holiday, explore

Logo, point, front, back Mark, name, up, down, side, circle

Understanding the World Understanding the World Expressive arts and design Expressive arts and design

Logo, point, front, back Mark, name, up, down, side, circle

Curriculum Overview 
FS1 Summer Term 2– Specific Areas of development 

Summer: Same/different - change Key Knowledge
• This season is called summer.
• The weather in summer can be hot and sunny.
• To keep safe in the sun we must wear a hat and sun cream and stay in the shade.
• Plants can grow from a seed and we must water them
• Some Foods are healthy
• Some foods are unhealthy and we must only eat them some times
• Name key vegetables such as carrots, cauliflower, broccoli and cabbage
• We can sort things according to different things i.e. colour
• It is important to plan ahead sometimes and think what may happen (future)
• Sometimes things change and may look different
• Change can make us feel nervous, worried
• Things that have already have happened are in the past 

Focus Points
Growing
Change/ New life 
Healthy Food
Teamwork
Building new things
Planning ahead
Sorting/classifying 
Worries
Hopes/fears
Transition

Role play areas and the intent
Garden centre/fruit and veg 
shop outside

Shared Storytime vocab: growing, garden, dreamed, noticed, roof, luckily, plan, 
changing, extraordinary, ordinary, roamed, soared, search, discovered, prune, sow, 
beware, afraid, wise, forgotten, warning, beady, chimney, boiling, trail, plotted, sketched, 
planned, storm, freed, fears, fret, imagination, shipwreck, captured, rescued, hauling, 
glimmered, recognise, escape

Enrichment
End of term treat
ASDA walk to buy fresh fruit and veg?

Wow momentsSports Day
Stay and play with new classmates

Literacy: Reading – 
comprehension/vocabulary
Count and clap syllables in a word.
Turn the pages and tell the story from the 
pictures
Talk about familiar stories using story 
language and make connections with other 
stories.
Can talk about their favourite story
Can continue a rhyming string with their own 
alternative
identify objects that start with the same 
sound

Literacy: Reading: Word read
Identify initial sounds in words and say when they are start with the same 
letter.
Identify letters from their name.
Recognise their own name with no picture clue.
Orally blend some simple cvc words

Literacy: Writing
Form letters and say what they have written (e.g. letters from name or initial 
sounds)
To practice marks that, involve multiple movements e.g. square, cross, zig 

zag figure of eight, spiral wave)
To practice anticlockwise and clockwise movements
Write their own name
-Makes marks using a writing implement (pencil) with one hand on A3

Mathematics
Identify when they see 3 items (no matter the placing)
Say number names in order to 10 and above.
Count 5 items whilst touching each one (knowing that the last number is the total) and be able to represent it 
with objects or fingers.
Form some numbers correctly
Solve real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.
Use language more than/less than when explaining their maths learning.
-Can represent up to 5 with objects or fingers
Continue an AB pattern with adult support (spotting any errors that may occur).
Describe basic shapes using some mathematical language (e.g. straight, round, sides)
Follow and give a sequence of instructions using positional language (e.g. put the teddy under the chair next to 
the ball)
Using language of first, then, next when sequencing.
Compare objects linked to size, weight, length and capacity.

Syllables, familiar connections, favourite, rhyme Initial sounds, name recognition, oral blend formation, clockwise Order, tag sync, formation, problems, more, less, represent, shapes, pattern, straight, round, sequence
Understanding the World
To know that you can care for things in the environment e.g. a plant by watering it, and insect by not standing on it
Identify changes of living things over time. 
To talk about the world around them, how people believe different things and places that are familiar  and unfamiliar 
shows respect for class & school environment (inside and out) e.g. tidies up, puts rubbish in bin, takes care of living creatures
Know that fruit and vegetables are plants.
Know that some vegetables grow underground 
Name simple weather types, e.g. rain, snow, sun, wind.
Know that we wear different clothes for different weather.
Develop an understanding of growth, decay and change over time.

Make observations of animals and plants and explain
why some things occur and discuss changes.
Observe and talk about changes in the seasons and weather

Expressive arts and design: 
To use drawing to represent movement 
and/or noises.
To represent different parts of a persons 
face (neck, hair, eyes, nose, lips)
To explore colour mixing and say what they 
have observed.
To select resources/materials according to 
size/shape to create an end goal, joining 
materials as required.
To use cello tape to join things
To say what they liked about their creation

Expressive arts and design: Being imaginative and expressive
To sing more than one song from memory
To change the words of a song to make a new one
To match the sounds they make to another (pitch, tone, tempo)
To identify and describe sounds in a piece of music
Play instruments (with increasing control) to express their ideas and 
feelings.
Can give an opinion on food, music, movement or picture and 
give a reason why.
To copy a sequence of movements related to music/rhythm
To take part in simple pretend play with back and forth exchange
To create more imaginative and complex stories as part of small 
world play.

Change, care, environment, familiar, respect, environment, creatures, plants, vegetables, underground, decay, observe Represent, mixing, size, shape, join, creation Sing, words, change, pitch, tempo, instruments, copy, pretend, 


