
Supporting Lower Attaining Pupils In Writing  Lessons 

 

Guiding Principle:  All pupils, with the right support, can access and be successful in our 

writing lessons. Because of the adaptations we make, pupils will stay in lessons and not 

be withdrawn to follow an alternative curriculum. 

Pupils who struggle with Spelling are assessed using Sounds Write and have 

intervention outside of the main lesson. 

What do we really want? 

 

Composition – Having ideas and making them coherent  

Transcription –Handwriting 

VGPS – Vocabulary, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

Writing is challenging because of the amount children need to think about! 

 



 

However, using a combination of strategies we will, over time, make an impact to these 

pupils. 

 

 

 

In the first image we assume that some 

children can’t do it so they are given 

different expectations and work/tasks. 

In the Second image, we assume that all 

children can if we give them the right 

support/help.  

 

 

Strategies to try: 

1. Manage cognitive load 

 

What do we really 

want the children to 

learn? 

 

Give one explanation 

clearly and keep 

repeating. 

 

Link back to previous 

learning. 

Introduce learning in 

small steps. 

 



 

2. Focus on sentences 

 

 

 

Many lower attaining 

pupils struggle with writing 

sentences. They often write 

really long sentence because 

they don’t know where a 

sentence should end. 

Think about where 

your pupils are. They need to 

master each step. 

Build lots of sentence 

work into lessons for these 

pupils. 

Lower attainers may not complete a whole, extended piece.  

 

 

3. Reduce overwhelming choices. 

For lower attainers, give them less choice about what to write about.  

Success is the antidote to boredom! Be more prescriptive. The number of pupils 

we do this for may vary. 

 

Examples: 

We are going to our own 

version of Theseus and the 

Minotaur is less overwhelming than 

let’s write our own myth. 

We are going to write a 

setting description based on picture 

of  Mr McGregor’s Garden is less 

overwhelming than designing your 

own garden setting for a story. 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Oral rehearsal 

 All of these issues are 

routed in a child’s Spoken 

English. 

Lower attainers need more 

opportunities to say it before 

they write it! 

Break tasks up. Talk, Write. 

Talk, Write. Talk, Write. 

They will write less but be 

more successful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Shared Planning 

 Story mapping promotes 

oral rehearsal. You may do 

this with all pupils or just 

with lower attainers. 

This is where we draw 

pictures to represent a story 

with a few key words. 

Once it’s planned LAs could be 

used to help children to 

rehearse, following the same 

principles. 

Talk, Write. Talk, Write. 

Boxing Up is more of a KS2 

strategy. Chn unpick the model text and it’s structure then use the same 

structure for their own writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6. Shared Writing 

 

 

Key because this is our 

modelling and Guided Practice. 

 

Focus on the skills you want the 

children to demonstrate in 

their writing. Draw attention to 

them by 

highlighting/underlining. 

 

To begin with, you may model 

more before gradually 

withdrawing support. 

Don’t panic if lower attainers cling tightly to the model and only change a couple 

of words. As their confidence grows you will a. model less and b. they’ll naturally 

come away from the model as they are more confident anyway! 

 

7. Scaffolding Resources 

 

By limited word bank 

it means give them 

5-6 words you want 

them to use rather 

than a sheet with 

100 words on. 

e.g. If you want a 

pupil to improve 

openers, give them 6 

time conjunctions 

you want them to use 

rather than 100 

openers they could 

use. Cognitive load! 

 

 

 



Remember our pitch. By all means give pupils resources to help. But if they’re in 

Year 4 don’t give them a sheet that says year 1 words on it. What message are 

you sending? 

Scribing, talk tins and digital resources (Clicker) all help to remove barriers.  

Children may be weaned off in the medium to long term. 

 

 

8. Use flexible time. 

Use your judgement. If pupils need longer than one lesson on something, do more 

than one lesson on it.  

 

 
 

9. Confidence and Resilience 

 
 

 


